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Review and Approval Process for Lithium-Ion Battery Shipments 

When requesting approval of shipping papers or a quote to ship lithium ion batteries 
(UN3480/UN3481) the following information is required: 

 

Shipping Papers 

In addition to IMDG/49CFR compliant shipping papers the following parameters apply: 

1. For individual packages or items that meet or exceed 500 lbs. a New or Used Battery 
Checklist, an SDS and/or UN38.3 Test Summary Report shall be provided. UN3481 entries 
include the weight of equipment and are not subject to the 500 lbs. limitation. 

2. If watt hour hour rating has been provided and exceeds 5,000 Wh’s (5 kWh) a New or 
Used Battery Checklist, an SDS and/or UN38.3 Test Summary Report shall be provided. 

3. If the cumulative weight of lithium batteries decalred exceeds 3,000 lbs. New or Used 
Battery Checklist, an SDS and/or UN38.3 Test Summary Report shall be provided. 

4. If items 1-3 are met and the cumulative Wh’s within the cargo transport unit exceed 
125,000 Wh’s (125 kWh), additional review by Senior Management shall be required.  

 

Quotes 

To obtain an approval for a quote for the transportation of lithium batteries please provide:  

• Completed New or Used Battery Checklist 
• Safety Data Sheet  
• UN38.3 Test Summary if the Safety Data Sheet does not contain the watt hour rating 

of the batteries 

Items 1 – 4 of the Shipping Paper requirements apply as well.  

Note: UN3480 and UN3090 shipments cannot exceed 20,000lbs per D20; 30,000lbs per 
D40/D40H. Full Container Loads (FCL) of UN3480/UN3090 are not accepted by Matson at 
this time, however the batteries can ship in Less Than Load (LTL) quantities with other 
cargo. 

All used Lithium Battery requests, whether for quote or haz dec/shipping paper review, 
require Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and a completed Used Lithium Battery Checklist 
without exception.  
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New Lithium Battery Shipment Checklist 
 For Lithium Metal Batteries with greater than 2g lithium content/Lithium-Ion Batteries greater than 100-watt hours per battery 

 
  

UN Identification Number   

Watt Hour (Wh) Rating / Lithium Content per Battery   

Weight per Battery in LBS   

Number of Batteries per Cargo Transport Unit 
(Container)   

State of Charge per Battery (30% SoC or less preferred)   

What type of equipment are the batteries designed for 
(ex: tools, vehicles, solar panels, energy storage, etc.)?   

Does the SDS include the watt hour rating? If no, the 
battery test summary or UN38.3 test must be 
provided.   

Photos of the packaging, while not required, are highly 
encouraged to expedite approval   

Other additional Information specific to the batteries:   
 

Notes:  

1. UN3480 and UN3090 shipments cannot exceed 20,000lbs per D20; 30,000lbs per D40/D40H. 

2. Full Container Loads (FCL) of UN3480/UN3090 are not accepted by Matson at this time, however the batteries can ship 
in Less Than Load (LTL) quantities with other cargo. 
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Used Lithium Battery Shipment Checklist 
Matson Does Not Accept Damaged, Defective or Recalled Lithium Batteries for Transport 

 
UN Identification Number  

Watt Hour (Wh) Rating/Lithium Content per Battery  

Weight per Battery in LBS  

Number of Batteries per Cargo Transport Unit (Container)  

State of Charge per Battery (Cannot Exceed 30%)  

What type of equipment are the batteries designed for (ex: 
tools, vehicles, solar panels, energy storage, consumer 
electronics, etc.)? 

 

Reason for the shipment: (Waste, recycling, testing)  

Are the Safety Data Sheets available?  
 

Confirm that the packaging meets all DOT requirements: X for Yes 
Batteries are contained in a strong outer packaging  
Placed in non-metallic inner packagings that completely enclose the cells or batteries, and separate the 
cells or batteries from contact with equipment, other devices, or electrically conductive materials (e.g., 
metal) in the packaging 

 

Packaged in a manner to prevent:  

Short circuits  
Damage caused by shifting or placement within the package  
Accidental activation of the equipment  

Packages Blocked and Braced to prevent shifting inside of the Cargo Transport Unit (Container)  

Photos of Packaging Are Required. Any Used Battery Requests Without Photos of Package and Blocking 
and Bracing Will be Rejected. 

 

 
 

I hereby certify that all information provided is true and accurate and the shipment DOES NOT contain Damaged/Recalled 
lithium batteries? 

 
Name Signature Date 

   

 Notes:  

1. UN3480 and UN3090 shipments cannot exceed 20,000lbs per D20; 30,000lbs per D40/D40H. 

2. Full Container Loads (FCL) of UN3480/UN3090 are not accepted by Matson at this time, however the batteries can ship in 
Less Than Load (LTL) quantities with other cargo. 
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